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The purpose of the newsletter is to provide information 
to the public on issues related to : 

ü the activities of the HCC in the current period in 
relation to its strategic goals;  

ü the cooperation of the HCC with other 
independent authorities and bodies ; 

ü the organisation, administration and internal 
activities of the HCC ; 

ü the international activity of the HCC.  
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During this first transitional period, the new leadership of the 
Hellenic Competition Commission aimed at completing, to the  
maximum extent possible, all or a substantial number of pending 
cases that slow down the Commission's work and prevent us from 
focusing on cases that are significantly affecting consumers and the 
real economy. 

The Commission seeks to speed up the completion  of important  
cases which are already at an advanced stage of procedures, 
opinion issuing, as well  as the completion  of the sector inquiry  on 
supermarkets. 

Although the issue had already been of particular concern to the 
Commission in the  past, there had never  been a comprehensive plan 
and institutional reorganisation to effectively deal with it. To that 
end, we immediately set up a task force consisting of 15  case 
handlers who, after having been relieved from any other tasks and 
under the supervision of 9 Heads of Unit and 3 Directors, should 
complete a large number of pending cases requiring a special effort 
in a record time.  

In addition, we have ask ed all directorates to prioritis e older cases 
in order to complete them by the end of the year.  Our goal for  the 
Commission is to have completed at least 85% of the older cases by 
January 2020, which should subsequently allow the freeing -up of 
human resources and their shifting towards the real modern 
economy. The activity  of the task force will be pursued during the 
coming year until all cases that have been pending for a long time 
before the Commission have been completed.  

It  should be noted that although there were 85 pending cases in 
April 2019, only  four of these cases were nearing completion  at the 
end of August 2019. In addition, the Commission has taken 
initiatives to launch new cases and investigation measures.  
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The Commission has also 

included among its priority 

actions  the examination of 

cases (initiated by ex -officio 

investigations and complaint s) 

that fall within the strategic 

goals put forward by the HCC 

President during his hearing 

before the Special Permanent 

Committee on Institutions and 

Transparency of the Greek 

Parliament on the 27th of 

August 2019. 

A special reference was then 

made to the banking 

transactions and payment 

systems sector. Furthermore, 

the necessary groundwork is 

already underway for envisaged  

sector inquiries launching in 

January 2020, specifically on e -

commerce and fintech.  

Activities of the HCC  
 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

On 7 and November, the HCC carried  out its most extended 
inspection so far  (in terms of personnel involved and number of  
inspection sites) in the banking sector .  

The HCC officials  carried  out a number of well -planned, consecutive 
dawn raids, acting ex officio and following relevant complaints , at 
the premises of undertakings and associations of undertakings active 
in the banking sector .  

These inspections were specifically  triggered  by the HCCõs concerns 
that  the undertakings were possibly involved in anti -competitive or 
restrictive exclusionary practices  in banking and payment services.  

The new leadership of the Commission considered that the  collection  
of questionnaire replies that  had been strategically opted for when 
the ex officio investigation was launched in June 2019 , was rather 
ineffective and apparently without any deterrent effect.  

 

For more information, visit the HCC website  

 

Unannounced  inspections of the Hellenic 

Competition Commission in the banking 

sector  
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Control  of  concentrations  between  

undertakings  
 
The HCC approved five  (5) mergers in the period from October to 
November, deciding that  the notified  transactions did not raise 
serious doubts as to their  compatibility  with  competition  rules in the 
relevant  markets concerned by the concentrations, as follows : 

Á Olympia Group Ltd/ Media Saturn Electronics Hellas 
Commercial and Holding S.A. and Media-Saturn Griechenland 
Beteiligungen GmbH 

Á Public Power Corporation Renewables SA (PPC Renewables SA 
ð PPC Group) & Volterra SA J&P AVAX Group) / Volterra  
Likovouni Sole SA(SPV) and VOLTERRA K-R Sole SA (SPV) 

Á GML Interactive Limited/ OPAP & Deep Investments Ltd 
&Padian Ltd 

Á Mediterranean Paper SA/HARTEL Trading and Industrial Co, 
SA 

Á Opel Hellas SA/ Syngelidis Group 

The HCC held also a meeting to 

assess the effectiveness of the 

commitment s imposed in the  

DELTA Food Products SA/MEVGAL 

SA merger, concerning  

guaranteed minimum price for 

cow milk producers, as well as the 

general competitive conditions in 

the market .  . 

Finally, the HCC will  meet to 

examine the compliance of Attica  

SA with the commitments related 

to ferry routes following the 

acquisition by Attica SA of sole 

control over Hellenic Seaways.   

 

https://www.epant.gr/en/enimerosi/press-releases/item/197-press-release-unannounced-inspections-of-the-hellenic-competition-commission-in-the-banking-sector.html
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Publication  of  previous  HCC  decisions  
 
Electrical installa tion and certification services  

Two (2) HCC Decisions has been published with  regard to the sector 

of Electrical Installation and Certification Services.  The first , 

Decision No 670/2018, adopted under the simplified  settlement  

procedure, found that  the Federation of the Associations of 

Electricians (POSEH) and eleven (11) Associations of Electricians 

in Greece and four  of their  respective Funds/ Civil law 

partnerships that joined the above procedure , infringed national 

and EU rules, by entering into horizontal agreements setting 

minimum or fixed fees in the sector of Electrical Installation and 

Certification Services. Fines  totalling  145,010.96û as well  as other  

penalti es were imposed on the offenders.   

Decision No 675/2018 found that  the Association of Electrical  

Contractors of Attica  (SEHEA), which did not follow  the settlement  

procedure, included anti -competitive provisions  in its Statute , 

concerning the adoption of  uniform pricelists  for  the provision of 

electrical installation and certification services , in breach of 

national rules. According to the Decision, the Commission addressed 

recommendations to the SEHEA on pain of a fine. 

Interim  measures decision with regard to the bauxite production 

and trading market  

In addition , the Decision on imposing interim  measures  against 

ELMIN Bauxite SA (690/2019), active in the bauxite production and 

trading market, was published, after an ex officio investigation 

which followed a related request submitted by Mytilineos SA. The  

HCC unanimously decided the adoption of the following interim 

measures: 

1. ƂLƉƆƊ Bauxite SA is compelled to supply immediately  Mytilineos 

SA with  the quantities  of standard-quality  bauxite  required  for  the 

year 2019 under the specific  conditions laid down in the decision.  

2. ƂLƉƆƊ Bauxite SA is required  to open negotiations with  Mytilineos 

SA with a view to concluding a bauxite supply agreement , under the 

specific conditions laid down in the decisio n.  

3. In the event of failure to comply, the decision threatens  ƂLƉƆƊ 

Bauxite SA with a fine of eight thousand Euros (û8.000) for each day 

of non-compliance.  

NEWSLETTER 


